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^ (57) Abstract: To provide a sheet material identifying apparatus for identifying the kind of a sheet material, including an adjusting 
£^ assembly for dehumidifying or humidifying a predetermined region of the sheet material and adjusting the moisture content of the 
CD predetermined region, external force applying means for applying an external force to the predetermined region of the sheet material 

whose moisture content is adjusted and detecting means for detecting an external force propagated through the sheet while the ex- 
Q temal force is applied by the external force applying means; wherein an external force is applied to the predetermined region whose 
^ moisture content is adjusted through the adjusting assembly by the external force applying means and the kind of a sheet material is 

identified in accordance with the external force propagated through the sheet detected by the detecting means. 
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